BRITISH AGRICULTURE
in economic conditions. There was no longer a rich
landowner there to help them over bad times with
his greater resources.
What is the position to-day with regard to British
agriculture's role as the foodstuff basis of the British
people ? The answer results automatically from what
has been said above. Great Britain is not in a
position to feed herself from the produce of her own
agriculture, in fact, she cannot even approximately
do so. Although the production of wheat is artificially
encouraged by the government with price and sales
guarantees, the harvest yield would not last for three
months. Supplies of home-produced butter would
last about six weeks, though with a little economy in
the use of milk and cream the period could be extended
a little. Home-grown meat would last just about six
months. Other grains would last perhaps four months,
though oats would probably last longer. Fruit would
last perhaps three months. The situation is rather
more favourable with regard to vegetables proper,
potatoes and, above all, milk. The sugar-beet yield
at the moment would be able to meet demands for
about three months in the year.
It has already been said that Great Britain will
never again be in a position to meet her food require-
ments from her own agricultural production. We
should hesitate to support such a summary and cate-
gorical statement. Whether it is true or not obviously
depends on the movement of population figures and
on the possibility of obtaining bigger harvest yields.